
           Session 2         PANDEMIC PROOF FAITH                 Week 1 
Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, 

so that through the endurance taught in the Scriptures 
and the encouragement they provide we might have hope.

Romans 15:4

-  Antonine (165-180 A.D.) & Cyprian Plagues (247-271) A.D.)  - 

OPENING THOUGHTS 

Using a number between 1(low/never/etc) - 10 (high/always./etc), over the the past 6 months… 

    How much have you tried to LIMIT your own RISK of getting sick?  _______  why? 

    did find yourself “SHUTTING OTHERS OUT” to keep yourself safe? _______  why? 

    How often where you called to CARE for those who were SICK?  _______  why? 

    How often did you risk YOUR health for the sake of others?  _______  why? 

    How often did you interact to others who BELIEVE differently?  _______  why? 

    How SURE were you that you would SURVIVE this pandemic?  _______  why? 

Death Tolls- 
Antonine Plague- 5 million 
Cyprian Plague-  50 million 
   In the year 165, during the 
reign of Marcus Aurelius, a 
devastating epidemic swept 
through the Roman Empire. Some 
medical historians suspect this 
was the first appearance of 
smallpox in the West. During the 
fifteen-year duration of the 
epidemic, a quarter to a third of 
the population probably died of 
it.  
 At the height of the epidemic, 
mortality was so great in many 
cities that the emperor Marcus 
Aurelius (who subsequently died 
of the disease) wrote of caravans 
of carts and wagons hauling out 
the dead.  
  Then, a century later came 
another great plague. the famous 
classical physician Galen fled 
Rome for his country estate 
where he stayed until the danger 
subsided.  
  But for those who could not 
flee, the typical response was to 
try to avoid any contact with the 
afflicted, since it was understood 
that the disease was contagious.    
   when their first symptom 
appeared, victims often were 
thrown into the streets, where 
the dead and dying lay in piles. 
  “At the first onset of the 
disease, they [pagans] pushed the 
sufferers away and fled from 
their dearest, throwing them into 
the roads before they were dead 
and treated unburied corpses as 
dirt, hoping thereby to avert the 
spread and contagion of the fatal 
disease; but do what they might, 
they found it difficult to 
escape”…. 

Bishop Dionysius (Alexandria, Egypt)

The Church of Christ in 2nd & 3rd Centuries 
  Already Experienced of continual persecution and how to 
respond to suffering: Early Christians (while still considered 
“barbarian” and "mysterious") became the few people willing to 
interact with the sick (no matter their faith or affiliation) and 
caring for them. 

  even “quite elementary nursing will greatly reduce mortality. 
Simple provision of food and water, for instance, will allow 
persons who are temporarily too weak to cope for themselves to 
recover instead of perishing miserably.” (William H. McNeill Plagues and 
Peoples) 

Bishop Dionysius (Alexandria, Egypt): 
 “Most of our brother Christians showed unbounded love and 
loyalty, never sparing themselves and thinking only of one 
another. Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, 
attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, 
and with them departed this life serenely happy; for they were 
infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the 
sickness of their neighbors and cheerfully accepting their pains. 
Many, in nursing and curing others, transferred their death to 
themselves and died in their stead.”  

emperor Julian writes while attempted to restore paganism:  
  he exhorted the pagan priesthood to compete with the 
Christian charities. In a letter to the high priest of Galatia, 
Julian urged the distribution of grain and wine to the poor, 
noting that  
  “the impious Galileans [Christians], in addition to their own, 
support ours, [and] it is shameful that our poor should be 
wanting our aid.” 

Three things occurred to grow the church: 
  1) Elevation of The perception of Christians:  
 The fact that many stricken Christians survived (due to care) 
did not go unnoticed, lending immense credibility to Christian 
"miracle working."  
   2) Proximity of the population to Christians:  
   Indeed, the “miracles” often included pagan neighbors and 
relatives, producing stronger connections, especially by those 
who were nursed back to health with this christian minority.  
   3) Statistical / survival Rate: 
   Christians as a group would have enjoyed a more positive 
superior survival rate in a world with minimal health care, and, 
on these grounds alone would increase their percentage of the 
population by simply caring for the sick.



 Discussion Part I       I Need a Hero… (elevation of status)  

 Discussion Part II That’s close enough… (proximity)  

 Discussion Part III          We’re all that’s left… (survival) 

CLOSING THOUGHTS 

CLOSING PRAYER 
Father, give me hope. Show me the strength of early believers in Christ. 

Inspire me with their unbiased kindness, heroic service and constant faith in You.  
 Amen. 

 Live such good lives among the pagans that, 
though they accuse you of doing wrong, 

they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
1 Peter 2:12

My thoughts…

Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”
The voice spoke to him,

“Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”
Acts 10:14-15

My thoughts…

“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 
but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved.”

Matthew 24:12

My thoughts…

From Discussion 1- I Need a Hero 
Over the last 6 Months, what opportunities for heroic service did I miss?  
How did that decrease or increase my chance to influence others for God?  

From Discussion 2- That’s Close enough 
Over the last 6 Months, What changes my did i make in my life - to AVOID interactions    
  with people who believe differently than me?  
How Did that decrease or increase my chance to influence others for god?  

From Discussion 3- We’re All that’s Left 
Over the last 6 months, where did I feel ISOLATED  
   or like I was left STANDING APART from those around me? 
How did that decrease or increase my chance to INFLUENCE OTHERS for God? 


